Apstrct ¢ attempts 1o pinpoint the
The ""’if"\:,mpﬁ one of the major themes
o ‘"t-'-“,:ovels. The proposed study seeks to
',,.\N““::\dk Raj Anand’s novels 1hr9ugh socig]
aplor pich highly focus on the social issues in
ue! w | sphere. Woman, according to Anand's
?“wd;,wn-cs to be treated on an equal
m.msﬂjm n;m\. The suppression of women can
P :ne only by her economic independence,
i in the characters, Janki and Gauri,
¥ >¢.:mn can be great service to humanity,
M::rs novels we come across quite a few
In AR L devoted winds like Gauri, Sanju, Parbati
mﬂ, But Anand doesn't .make a fcl.ish of
s devotion. Anand's heroines are snfnplc
afferings sincere women. It may be Janlkn. the
sistress of Ananta or it may be Maya lhg wnd?wc_d
wghter of the landlord or even cow-like Gaur,
+ho submit ungrudgingly to the' hard mcrglcss
todgeoning's of their fate. Gauri, the heromg of
The Old Woman and the Cow, however finally rises
wusst the existing conditions and begins to lch
aiadependent life. In Lament on the Death of a
Vaster of Arts, Nur’s marriage isn’t only an
imnged one but a forced one, Anand stror}gly
sndemns the idea of commercializing marriage
“ihe name of dowry system. '
Keywords: woman's predicament, mother’s
i, exploitation, dowry system, suppression,
"an's voleanic power.

¢ Noman i often misled by the diabolical code
"5t-made laws which assert that her total
:?m ' her husband alone can guaranice a
n for ber in Heaven. In Seven Summers, We
Vg ; the customary blessing of the father
Iy B, be like Savitri be like the satees of
Wagg, " 19¥al 10 your husband unto death.
Uiy e 10 feel that the devotion she bears
sbang 15 the be-all and end-all of her hife.
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In The Big Heart, we see that Murlidhar has no
consideration for his wife, Gujri. He carries on g
clandestine relationship with his daughter-in-law,
Anand's novels don't suffer from a dearth of
variety of women characters.

In many novels, Anand shows how
motherhood bestows a peculiar dignity on woman
and he pays a glorious tribute o the matchless
motherly love. The domestic life of, the made for
cach other-Gauri and Ralia in The Big Heart
revolves round the question, who should govern
whom? When Ralia drags her to the streets by
hair, she beats him with a broom.

Woman, in Anand's view deserves to. be
treated on an equal footing with man. According
to him, the long history of the suppression of
women continues because man will not admit his
barbaric lust for power. The woman suffers at all
stages of her life. Education alone can liberate
woman. In fact; we should recogmze the vital role
of woman in the task of reconstruction of society.
As a naturalistic humanist, Anand rejects all
supernatural thoughts, as sheer myths no longer
tenable in modem scientific age. He refuses to
believe in God, religion or the ideas of heaven and
hell or rebirth, - :

Sohoni is the daughter of Lakha u_ml sister of
Bakha. She is young and beautiful. She is charming
and modest, and hard working. She bears her hz-\rd
lot with a smiling face. As an .umouchahlg. "hf:
can't draw water from the well of the caste llmd::;
It is her beauty that awakens the lust of -P‘-“m‘g
Kali Nath. Her role in.lhc novel ?x?o':::(hcy
hypocrisy of the caste Hindus, who N'I.\ t el
are polluted by the mere touch of a swcrpcf'..c 4
do not hesitate to lcmhnu:c a beautiful sweepe
gL uT':g ::.ws‘;::u to the other outcaste m

s a. sulabo fails to inspire respect htt
her COlM)- Gula - " mhs“c‘ hie

; ways Ciulabo 18
own son. In many
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vomen like her are met with

frequently in ru‘l life. Sohim in Untowchable sh.u\ws
great love for her brother. It is said l!ml she feels
the mother 's instinet to quench Bakha's thirst Ilct
fine physique and pleasing manners elicit a sltfmgc
pu.wu{ in her brother. Sohint's role in the novel 18
to expose the hypocnisy of the caste Hindus who
say that they are polluted by the mere touch l'lf.“
m.vqwr. but don’t hesitate to embrace a beautiful

sweeper girl to sansty their lust
Gulabo 1s a minor woman character in the

novel. She is a full blooded and life sized character,
She is a realistic, life like character, “She serves
the purpose of showing that our caste system isn't
a simple problem . . . it has wheels within wheels” !
Mrs. Mainwaring is an Anglo Indian typical
woman. It is an important character in Coolie
She is romantic. A German philosopher fell in love
with her, she married Aga Raza Ali Shah. Guy
Mainwaring is her third husband. Sheila, the
mnocent girl is intentionally exploited by Bibiji in
the novel. Lakshmi is a typical lady depicted in the
novel. Parbati is very different lady but she has
wisdom. These women are different from Bibi
Uttam Kaur.

Mrs. Mainwaring’s flirtations with
numberless men can’t but bore the discerning
reader.

Laila is perhaps the most memorable and
poignant daughter figure in Anand’s novels. After
her mother’s death she takes up the responsibility
of all household work and goes out to work with
the other coolie women, Gangu considers her as
a blessing, his wife Sajnu’s gift to tend him in his
old age, unfortunately she becomes the indirect

cause of his untimely death.

We find the female character Maya in this
novel. She is a fourteen-year-old daughter of the
landlord. When she plays with the young boys of
the village, her mother chides her, “Maya, in Maya,
eater of your husband. May you wither away? You
aren’t a child now. You must learn to be ashamed
and modest, "

Janki ranks higher than a wife in devotion
Ananta as a ‘machine man’, Janki is more mature
and cnabl.cs Ananta to see his own self, She teases
him for his vanity a.nd egorsm Ananta gives her a
clear knowledge of famine, war ang other kinds

308 | I gy

of human suffering. Junk; Contjy,
mission after his death. Janki i oy lvle‘ A,
character. The developmeny of j“n}
is relevant because she 1ake, up ’\n.l ' ‘h:'\
after his death, My, ,\\
Ciaurt is the centra) female ch “,
Old Woman and the Cow navel She i Atgy =
one of the most memorabje female - 'dq%:

the whole range of Indian fiction (iuu:, le | ‘
the strength and purity of Sita, Spe . ls *'(: E
of excellence, strength ypg Virtue 4 ’hu,,: 3
creates the legend of a heroje Peasany wh" Ry v
small village. The old Woman and l""‘ng‘ ~

Anand’s only novel to foeys centrally Cou,
PR I3

character Gauri. Gauri s bold Creatioy of
She is a new woman. Man ;5 the 'Tmu.,,)\“"’
destiny. Gauri does 0. She resempje, l;nf by
Nora. When Gauri's husbang Panch; hi ey,
“Gauri retorts; ._.... if You strike me agn,n‘
hit you back.™

Her b.rief cxpe_ncnce as a sclf-reh,m
and the guidance of Colone| Mahingr Bive by
the necessary courage. Her Profession iy e
context of woman's predicament i India “‘
tremendous act of protest, :

(i'auri‘.s character reveals that map's idess
and actions in respect of woman are still primigy,,
Gauri’s entire life is a sad tale of woe angd suff
husband suspects her chastity for she lived sony
days with the Seth and Dr. Mahendra ang hits and
orders her out. Gauri is no longer the mesk g
creature to accept this sort of treatmen
unprotestingly. Her reaction is in fact symbalie of
modern women, keenly conscious of her nghs
and potentialities. Gauri clearly shows that bowever
much she may love her husband she can't st
his cruelty.

The old Woman and the Cow is 3 study of
the condition of helplessness of a Hindu woms
Early in her girlhood, she is dependent on her
parents, and after marriage, she becomes tﬂf
Property of her husband, to be ill-treated or esl!
by him for no fault of her own. In this novel %
cow-like, submissive Gauri, after her marniagt. *
sold away by her mother under economic dires
of course, to a rich Seth. After her adven™®
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outside, Gauri returns quite chaste to her hlﬁ"’.‘;‘1
house, only 1o be exiled again like Sita, the “M
of Rama, for fear of wagging tongues of the ViI%

7 ’Q-l-t‘
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L et witer o Magbool. Noy i ull
»' et her i het brothe winl iy love
T e detondds b wid iy PHnCIp oy
Qnts AOCINe him ol \“Ml.\uy."“ the

i the Jaws ot death Mugbaoo

o embers her tenderness und love ungd
‘v“‘\.‘..uuu‘ up i his mind, Ny Image
o N ly arouses in him strength and welf-
et dies, he 18 hopetul that Noor will
@ s mussion. NOOE appears a meek gnd
o ot twough her character, Anang shows
l’ x::‘ : volcanic power. Krishan's mother thinks

, ol to the demon of Tuesday. To cure
;‘*‘ of his fover, shc.invilcs Pandit Bhola Nath,
grabmin family priest, to good food, Anand
:‘e w claborate description of the superstitious
uocur of Krishan's mother.,
l' guesh K. Pallan has highlighted the mother
s relationship vis-a-vis Krishan Chander. his
wier ind Devaky, His progress from childhood
s ablescence from innocence to experience is
mieaced in his sessions of calf-love for Devaki,
= umt. Mumtaz, his brother Harish’s mistress,
Sulnala, the wife of Doctor Chunilal, and Helen
& cannet player’s daughter.
The most important and obvious principle of
@ad’s humanism that finds amplification in The
“Woman and the Cows his strong plea for the
“%tion and acceptance of women'’s rights. We
:P‘thi's attitude towards his wife. “There was
M:W' of the prize of a girl- a girl whom he
mﬁﬁd m his arms at night and kick during the

%\TM BIves a realistic picture of the suffering
w ¢ 2 and honest woman, compared to a
'S the very picture of patience and

Xt 0@ entire tale is realistic. The characte{s
l"""ist e 1o life but also reveal Anand’s
eas. Anang portrays the wretched

My
' n "”ll y
v et
EIVINg u ljye it :)unu | Coming o dig
4 {
¢

Image of the
Which Anand Spins the
character, The Old Woman 4

portraits in these novels. But the novel remg
one of his strongest works. The Ramayana sxl
helps to shape, The Old Woman and the g,

Thus, Mulk Raj Anand has also focuss

traditional society which is imbibed with bias
the female gender. We can find many instances
Anand’s novels which depicts the predicament
women in male dominated social structure She
blamed, cursed, insulted and rejected as a
cause of ruin. Many rules have been set to cont
her. She is convinced that she can exist only w
her relation with her male counterpart. The nove
is trying to depict the predicament of every wor
in manmade culture which is set during the per
of Mahabharata or before it.
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